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INTRODUCTION

Is illegal immigration a “moral” issue?  Recent assertions that the new Alabama law to enforce federal immigration laws is un-Christian and immoral are worrisome, ill-informed, and untrue.   I contend it is immoral to aid and abet illegal immigration for two reasons:  (1) Illegal immigration is tied directly to runaway spending and deficits; and we have a moral imperative to tackle both in a serious way at the national and state levels. See Section I.  (2)  Illegal immigration is immoral based on Biblical principles.  See Section II.
CONFUSION ABOUT CHRISTIAN CHARITY AND THE RULE OF LAW
SECTION I
__________________________________________________________________

Illegal immigration is tied directly to runaway spending and deficits; and we have a moral imperative to tackle both in a serious way at the national and state levels.
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CONFUSION ABOUT CHRISTIAN CHARITY AND THE RULE OF LAW

SECTION I

Illegal immigration is unlawful under federal law for the following reasons that serve the national interest.   
Purpose of Immigration Law

Protect National Security:  
Global terrorism is real!  Terrorists acknowledge their goal is to kill innocent Americans and destroy our way of life.   It is immoral to condone illegal immigration and put our national security at risk.
Check Crime:  
Criminals steal across the U.S. border from Mexico to harm Americans!  Law enforcement officers have first-hand knowledge that hardened criminals and deadly drug gangs are already here and our overcrowded jails bulge with them.  It is immoral to put Alabama lives at risk unnecessarily.
Control Diseases:  
Illegal immigrants do not receive health checks upon entry and import contagious diseases.  The U.S. has eradicated life-threatening diseases through inoculations and hygiene; but these same diseases are being re-introduced, and others that are new to the U.S. are being spread without knowledge or medicines to treat them.  It is immoral to subject U.S. citizens to health risks and even death when this is avoidable.
Protect Jobs:  
Illegal aliens take American jobs, fuel unemployment among citizens who need them the most.  Aliens take jobs from those who need it most – the unskilled and young people.  It is untrue that most aliens only work in jobs that Americans would prefer to avoid.  However, in those situations where it is hard to get ample American labor to suit the demand, current immigration policy provides a legal process for employers to get visas for migrant labor.  
It is immoral that employers choose to break the law to get cheap labor – and see nothing wrong in their lawlessness and, in addition, to forcing taxpayers to subsidize their cheap labor since they don’t pay a living wage.  
Economic Security:   
Costs for free services to illegal immigrants is one of the biggest contributors to the funding crises in education, incarceration, entitlement programs, healthcare, and government deficits.   The Heritage Foundation calculates that American taxpayers pay $113 billion for illegal immigration every year; and that the net cost to American families to subsidize low-skill immigrants is $20,000 per year per household.  
It is outrageous that today, a higher percentage of illegal aliens households receive U.S. welfare than our own citizen households.  Who says immigrant work is cheap?  The federal budget affects the family budget.  What government spends to support illegal aliens, our families pay for.
There is a reason the U.S. Immigration Law begins with “An act to limit the immigration of aliens into the United States.”  The purpose of Immigration Law is to enact a preference system that emphasizes skills, family ties and economic stability – in other words, immigration should positively not negatively impact our nation.   
How Many Immigrants Come To The U.S. Every Year?

The U.S. accepts one million legal immigrants every year -- more than all other countries combined.  The problem is with the additional one million illegal immigrants every year, most of whom are unskilled and high school dropouts.
The U.S. is not alone in suffering problems from illegal immigration.  This is why all other developed countries except the United States and Canada took steps to protect their national and economic security and their citizens many years ago by securing their borders and removing the magnet of welfare for illegal immigration by banning automatic birthright citizenship to any child born in their country to non-citizen parents. It is shameful and immoral that the United States, the most developed country and the free-world leader, has refused to do so.  

U.S. H.R. Bill 140, the Birthright Citizenship Act of 2011, was introduced in the House of Representatives to correct this situation and join all other developed countries who long ago acted to do this to protect their citizens and their economy.
Moral Issues and the Rule of Law

ECONOMIC IMPACT OF ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION ON FAMILIES, THE POOR, AND SENIORS IS A MORAL ISSUE 
Those who support illegal immigration and use religion to cover their lawlessness are misguided.  It is immoral to encourage illegal immigration when the cost of illegal immigration hurts the neediest among us.
· One in seven Americans are on food stamps.
· Payments to subsidize illegal aliens undermine the safety net up to help our own poor.
· Government spending is causing a meltdown of the Middle Class.
· Added spending and expanding Medicare and Social Security rolls for illegal households put our own senior citizens at risk.  

The Center for Immigration Studies states that “illegal immigrant households create a combined net benefit for Social Security and Medicare in excess of $7 billion a year, accounting for about 4% of the total annual surplus in these two programs.  They create a net deficit of $17.4 billion in the rest of the budget, for a total net loss of $10.4 billion.”

The Social Security Totalization Agreement Further Threatens Seniors 


This agreement signed in secret under the Clinton Administration in 1994, allows both legal and illegal Mexican workers to add time they worked in Mexico to time they work in the U.S. to qualify for U.S. Social Security.  Mexican workers could qualify for U.S. Social Security with less than the 10 years normally required of U.S. citizens.

This agreement, to become final, simply requires that the President sign it and submit it to Congress.  If neither chamber of Congress vetoes this agreement within 60 days – it automatically becomes law without a vote of Congress.  Do you think President Obama doesn't intend to sign this agreement and send it to Congress?  President George Bush was poised to do so and would have done so if the public outrage over illegal immigration had not erupted when it did.  The same is true for President Clinton.  Only vigilance and public outrage can continue to  stop this.
A Center for Immigration Study states, “if the Social Security Totalization Agreement with Mexico signed in June [1994] goes into effect, allowing illegals to collect Social Security, these calculations [listing the total net loss to Social Security mentioned above] would change” and bankrupt Social Security and put seniors at risk much sooner. 


It is immoral to increase the rolls and costs of Social Security when we’re on a disastrous economic path and government emphasizes that the Social Security Trust Fund has already run out of money and that costs for Social Security must be cut.   We’re on a disastrous economic path.  Our nation, states, local government and families are on financial brink. 
· Government spends money we don’t have to give illegal aliens Social Security, health care, and much more when we can’t meet the current needs of our own poor citizens.  
· People who advocate doing so surely aren’t considering how middle-class families, hard hit by the recession, are suffering financially and cutting back on basic necessities.  
· Nor do these same people consider that the country can no longer afford it.  We’re broke! 
· Nor do these same people consider the fact that of the approximate 6 ½ billion people in the world, something like 4 billion live on less than $5 a day.  Almost all of these would come to the U.S. if given the opportunity.
The Plight of Mexicans Versus Poor People Across the Globe

“The average Mexican worker earns 1/12 what the average American makes.  But there are 4.6 billion people in the world who earn less than the average Mexican.”
  The four billion people who make less than $5 a day and those who suffer under totalitarian governments and are victims of abuse and torture and lack freedoms would jump at the chance to immigrate to the U.S. for a better lifestyle.  
Were the four billion foreigners who earn less than $5 day in a position of Mexicans who can easily cross our border, they would come as well.  Just because Mexico sits on our border, it’s not right to allow illegal immigrants to enter the U.S., freeload on U.S. taxpayers, and get a path to citizenship and immigrants from other countries cannot.  This is a primary reason the U.S. has an immigration law to meet justice and balance.  The U.S. has the right to approve who enters our country and for what reason.
The Plight of Illegal Aliens Versus America’s Poor
Payments by U.S. taxpayers to subsidize illegal aliens undermines the safety set up to help our own poor.  The U.S. still has not solved the problem of how to end the cycle of poverty for poor U.S. citizens.  There is an economic limit to the number of poor that taxpayers can support without a meltdown of the Middle Class and without bankrupting our country.  

ECONOMIC IMPACT OF ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION ON YOUNG PEOPLE IS A MORAL ISSUE 
It is immoral to pass the buck to children and grandchildren to pay our debts and steal their quality of life even while they are in diapers and before they grow old enough to earn their first pay check.  It is our duty to protect our children and grandchildren in every way – including their economic future and freedoms.  
How narcissistic and reckless to force our children and grandchildren to forfeit their future family income, that should go to improve their quality of life, to burdensome taxes to pay for our generation’s free ride!  Even as the federal government is debating NOW how to avoid an immediate debt default, we’re talking not about reducing the principal of our debt that will pass to the next generations, but about defaulting on the interest payments.   Interest payments on the U.S. debt is $29 billion a month.  There is no plan and no way in sight to start paying down the $14 trillion debt (which does not include trillions more in unfunded liabilities.  Some estimates are that unfunded liabilities run our debt up to $65 trillion).  
This Generation is Passing The Buck 
Let’s face the tragedy that this generation is forcing upon our children by considering this scenario.   A 30-year-old’s parents are retiring.  The parents have worked hard and scrimped all their lives to live the last 20 years of their lives in retirement in comfort.  After all they deserve it!  They’ve been fiscally frugal their whole lives and have sacrificed to give their children more than they had growing up.  Their children are now grown and on their own.  
Now that the parents have retired, they decide their money has been reduced in value by inflation and while they can live a comfortable lifestyle, they decide they’d like to live a more luxurious lifestyle instead.  The parents have a great credit rating, so what’s stopping them?  After all, America has become an entitlement society, so why should they not have everything they want even if they can’t pay for it when so many other people do?  So they buy their dream by borrowing far beyond their means!
In this scenario, when parents die, their children, expecting to live a similar comfortable lifestyle as their parents, discover to their dismay that alas, their parents passed the bills for past pleasures to them.  
Alarmed, they wrestle with the reality that not only will they not inherit money from their parents, or be able to have the freedom to pursue their dreams with their own money, or be able to provide for their basic needs without considerable sacrifice.  They will have to spend almost every penny they earn to pay off their parents’ debts, leaving little for themselves and their children.  Horrified, the children wonder how their parents failed to see through the high-falutin’ illusion while there was time to change the outcome.  
This is analogous to the entitlement mentality of illegal aliens and those who support them.  Illegal immigrants are not entitled to other people’s money and to put our own poor as well as future generations at risk financially.   
Today’s Young Generation will face this dilemma unless enough young people and their parents slow down the gathering storms that could overshadow the adult lives of today’s young people.  “We, the Older Generation, are the guardians of the American Dream and of our children’s well being, and it’s our responsibility to safeguard our children’s future.  

How can people sleep at night and suggest that governments borrow money we don’t have?  The people of Alabama and throughout the nation must pay hundreds of billions of dollars every year in money we don’t have to people who break our law; who throw the balance of our immigration law out of whack and make immigration work against us, not for us; who take money intended for the poorest among us; and who run up our indebtedness that our children and grandchildren will have to pay, while enjoying none of the benefits?  
Making China our Banker is a Moral Issue

Fiscal irresponsibility has been a problem for both political parties.  As a result budgets aren’t balanced at the federal level and social spending is now the largest item in our federal budget.  And immigration is a huge part of this.  We pay more for welfare than we do for our military.  The third largest expense in the federal budget is interest paid on the national debt.  This service debt stands at $385 billion every year.  Whoosh, like vapor, $385 billion disappears every year from our economy!  

Remember when we were kids, we were told that if we dug a hole deep enough, we’d end up in China?  Well, it was true after all.  The U.S. has dug a hole so deep in debt that $385 billion in interest payments disappears from the U.S. and magically appears in China.  We get nothing for this – except to borrow more money and dig ourselves deeper in debt.

Imagine what $385 billion could buy!  Instead of helping our poor, our seniors, our veterans, our schools, and shoring up Medicare, Medicaid, our military, Social Security, and roads and bridges, $385 billion is pushed through the hole of debt, most of it ending up in China.  
China then uses our tax dollars to build a stronger military to compete against ours, to engage in space exploration and space warfare, and to buy our U.S. companies.
Economics is complex but common sense is not.  It is not in our best interest to make China (or any foreign government) Uncle Sam’s banker.  Consider some of the problems that China forces upon the U.S.:  Unsafe products such as toxic toothpaste and toys, contaminated meat, unfair trade dealings, and threatening military maneuvers.  In addition, just recently China hacked our military computers (again!) and stole trillions of dollars worth of military secrets.  Stealing military secrets is an “act of war”, according to military experts.  Should the U.S. get tough with China to stop this?  Yes!  But do we?  No!  How can you get tough with or declare war against your banker? 
Rule of Law
It’s time that our government return to fiscal responsibility, and the rule of law.  As William Pitt the Elder in 1770 warned about unlimited power:  “…where law ends, tyranny begins,”
The rule of law applies equally to everyone regardless of class, ethnicity, religion and the like as well as also binding government agencies.  In other words, no one is above the law.  The rule of law brings order to society.  A properly functioning judicial system and police force provide stability.
COMPLAINTS ABOUT ALABAMA’S LAW ARE MISGUIDED
SHOULD PUBLIC SCHOOLS CHECK IMMIGRATION STATUS? 
Why should schools not treat all parents of students equally?  Parents who do not look foreign must show ID, verify Social Security Numbers, etc. or schools will refuse to admit their children to public schools.  However, parents of students who look foreign are not required to follow this same legal process.  Most reasonable people would say that the law should be administered equally to all regardless of ethnic, racial or socio-economic status. 
The State currently estimates how many students of illegal parents attend public schools and tracks expenditures and makes budget estimates by how many students require ESL teachers.  The state needs to have full information to make budget projections, and schools need this information for staffing and budgeting purposes.

SHOULD POLICE HAVE AUTHORITY TO REQUEST ID FOR ALL DRIVERS OF VEHICLES? 
Why should the police not treat all drivers of vehicles equally?  It’s no more unreasonable to ask an immigrant for documentation than it is to ask a citizen-driver of a vehicle to show a driver’s license when an individual is stopped for a vehicle violation.  Federal law has required immigrants to carry documents to prove they are in the country legally for over 50 years.  In addition, the U.S. Supreme Court has ruled repeatedly that police can question whether a person is in the U.S. legally.
IS IT AGAINST ALABAMA’S IMMIGRATION LAW TO GIVE A RIDE TO ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS IN AN EMERGENCY? 

The Alabama immigration law does not criminalize someone helping a person in an accident or other similar situations.  The law, in fact, exempts first-responders and protection service providers.  In other circumstances, the law specifically spells out that a person who unknowingly gives a ride to an illegal immigrant will not be criminally liable.
DOES ALABAMA’S IMMIGRATION LAW PREVENT CHURCH MINISTRY


The purpose of Alabama’s new law is to discourage illegal immigrants from coming to Alabama and to encourage them to leave.  The intent is to target those who encourage illegal immigrants to come and stay within our borders.  The intent is NOT to prevent churches from ministering to anyone.  In fact, the Alabama Religious Freedom Amendment in the Alabama Constitution makes this clear.  It reads:  

“SECTION III. The purpose of the Alabama Religious Freedom Amendment is to guarantee that the freedom of religion is not burdened by state and local law; and to provide a claim or defense to persons whose religious freedom is burdened by government.”


Unfortunately, many activists who are protesting Alabama’s immigration law are using religion as a cover for ideological agendas to overturn the law because they don’t want immigration laws at the federal or state levels enforced but instead want amnesty, or a “path to citizenship” for all illegal immigrants.
Path to Citizenship

Why would anyone push amnesty when debt is on a disastrous path?  Currently, illegal immigration costs taxpayers $113 billion yearly. 

If amnesty (a path to citizenship) is passed by Congress, this will force taxpayers to pay an additional $1 trillion dollars every year forevermore for immigrants who will receive $3 to $4 in public benefits for every $1 they pay in taxes, according to the Heritage Foundation. 

 
We’re broke!  Taxpayers cannot afford more taxes.  Yet protests to this preposterous timing will in all likelihood be called “racist” or “un-Christian”.  (See Section II for Biblical principles that these people are ignoring.)
It is immoral that U.S. citizenship can be “sold, “stolen”, or “traded”.  Just as Jacob sold his birthright to Esau for a momentary fleshly gratification, liberal ideologues want to trade Americans’ most precious birthright, citizenship, for personal agendas and profit motives.

We must cut illegal immigration to reduce spending, taxes, deficits and debts by enforcing the rule of law.
The National Academy of Sciences told us over 10 years ago that a high school dropout immigrant imposes a net cost on taxpayers of about $100,000 over the immigrant’s lifetime.  “In the last 20 years through both legal and illegal immigration, we’ve imported about 11 million high school dropouts.  The next costs of those individuals over their lifetimes to the taxpayer will be about $2 trillion.  We simply cannot afford as a nation to bring in millions and millions of low-skill individuals who will eat up government services but pay virtually nothing in taxes.” 
Today’s Immigration is Different from the Days of our Ancestors
We hear often that our nation is a nation of immigrants, and therefore we should accept and give citizenship to illegal immigrations.  Those who support illegal immigration not only ignore the law, but the facts.  
For example, today’s immigration is different from that during the time of our ancestors.  Historically, immigrants were LESS likely to receive welfare than native-born Americans, and LESS likely to stay on welfare for life.  But this pattern reversed about thirty years ago.  Today, most illegal aliens are MORE likely to need welfare than American citizens, and are MORE likely to stay on welfare for life, creating a net deficit for our economy.

CONFUSION ABOUT CHRISTIAN CHARITY AND THE RULE OF LAW
SECTION II

__________________________________________________________________

The Failure to Enforce the U.S. Immigration Law is immoral based on Biblical principles.  
“Self-described ‘compassion” among religious elites differs from the perspective of most rank-and-file Christians.  The laity generally opposes legalization and supports enforcement of immigration laws.”

Applying Scripture to policy issues such as immigration, it is clear that “A given government’s responsibility under God is to safeguard its citizens,” and that “immigration policies should principally benefit citizens, not harm citizens’ well being.”
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CONFUSION ABOUT CHRISTIAN CHARITY AND THE RULE OF LAW
Section II
Biblical Teachings

What Does Scripture Say About The Rule of Law?

Romans 13:1-7: “Authorities that exist have been established by God.  Consequently he who rebels against the authority rebels against God …”  
This is the rule of law.
“God ordains civil government….scripture clearly indicates that God charges civil authorities with preserving order, protecting citizens, and punishing wrongdoers.”

Proverbs 6:30-31:  “Men do not despise a thief if he steals to satisfy hunger when he is starving.  Yet, if he is caught, he must pay sevenfold, though it costs him all the wealth of his house.”

“Desperate circumstances don’t make a lawless act moral.”


“Standards of justice are not fully moral if they are not accompanied by judgment and punishment.”

What Does Scripture Say About The Treatment of Aliens and Strangers?

Deut. 23:3; 24:14-21; 25:2; 26:10-13:  Strangers were regulated by special laws.

Lev. 22:10, Psalms 19:12:  There are “two classes of aliens in the Bible: 1) those who were temporary visitors, who owned no landed property; and 2) those who held permanent residence without becoming citizens.  
Deut. 15 and 16:9-15:  Foreign residents had to obey Israelite laws.  
What Does Scripture Say About Open Borders?

It is unreasonable to jump to the conclusion that the Bible states or implies that “passages mandate that a society welcome any and all foreigners presenting themselves.  No such passages state or imply overlooking illegality committed on the part of the alien in his entry.  Nor is there any requirement of unlimited or uncontrolled admittance of those who are members of another nation or society.  Assertions like those are, at a minimum, a wrong reading.  Such verses actually indicate nothing about the grounds for alien admission to ancient Israel….To infer some open-borders or mass-amnesty mandate from what actually appears in Scripture is wrong.”

Proverbs 22:28 and Proverbs 23:10-11:  “God regards borders as meaningful and important.”

Deuteronomy 32:8:  “When the Most High gave to the nations their inheritance, when he divided mankind, he fixed the borders of the peoples according to the number of the sons of God.”

Ezekiel 47:13-23:  Boundaries for the Promised Land are detailed.

Numbers 34:1-15:  The Lord established borders for individual tribes of Israel.
Deuteronomy 19:14 “commands against moving a neighboring tribe’s boundary stone marking a given tribe of Israel’s inheritance in the Promised Land.”
 
What Does Scripture Say About Responsibility of Aliens and Employers?

Mark 12:17; Luke 20:25:  “Christ’s directive to ‘render unto Caesar’ matters in the temporal government’s jurisdiction.”
  

Matthew 6:25-34; 7:9-11; Matthew 19:29-30; Luke 12:22-34:  “Obedience shows one’s trust in God’s promised provision and faith in His ability to meet one’s needs.   Jesus taught such contentment and trust in God in the Sermon on the Mount.”

“Almost no illegal aliens to the United States are fleeing starvation or physical danger.  A Pew study found that most illegal aliens quit a job in their home country in order to break U.S. immigration laws merely to make more money here.”

CONCLUSION:

To put the problem of illegal immigration in context, we should understand (1) why all countries have laws to protect their borders and their citizens from illegal immigration, (2) what the impact of illegal immigration is on government debt, deficits, schools, hospitals, jails, state budgets and family budgets, and (3) who the real victims of illegal immigration are.   

The same people who support illegal immigration in all likelihood also support open borders; more government spending, borrowing, and taxes; and all the while turn a blind eye to the horrific costs to citizens and our country.  Let’s look beyond personal agendas and profit motives and stare at reality.  

“Apologists for immigration law-breaking and mass amnesty tread on hazardous ground, because their words blur moral lines that are brighter than they admit.  But their tactics fall under sobering light from passages such as Isaiah 5:20-21:  

Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter!  Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes, and shrewd in their own sight.

“Thus, breaking immigration law flouts God’s provision for each person’s well-being, because civil authorities made those laws and … those authorities act under God’s delegated authority.  1 Peter 4:15 reads:

But let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler.

“In context, this passage means Christians should only suffer in righteousness for the cause of Christ, not as those who disobey civil laws that should be accorded with.  Except in the rarest of instances, disobedience of duly adopted laws, therefore, dishonors God; it displays hatred toward one’s neighbor.  1 John 5:20 says:
[F]or he who does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen.

“In the context of members of nations, one’s neighbors are those people who share one’s citizenship, patriotic allegiance, and sacred duty to the body public.
“Obeying civil laws is the normative, biblical imperative for Christians…National sovereignty is part of the authority God has delegated to civil authorities.  Whatever the immigration laws of a particular nation, determining the policies of how many immigrants to admit and the terms and conditions applying to immigrants are the prerogative of the national body.  Each society may set or change its nation’s immigration laws.  Those decisions rest within the society, and outsiders have no legitimate voice in that exercise of national sovereignty.

“Today, Americans find immigration policy causing their nation to suffer unnecessary consequences….The failure to require adequate educational, literacy, skills, and other qualities in prospective immigrants results in the significant subsidization of immigrants by American taxpayers.”

Who are the Real Victims of Illegal Immigration?
“The adverse effect of immigration today on the economic well-being of our most vulnerable fellow Americans, particularly blacks and those with a high school education or less, results in economic injustices that advantage the foreign worker over the American in the American’s own nation…And both a criminal and a national security threat exist as a result of overly liberal immigration policies and lax enforcement of the laws on the books.”
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