NAACP Hosted Forum of all House District 82 and Senate District 28 Candidates
Macon County Annex

April 20, 2010 6pm

I want to thank the Macon County NAACP for hosting this forum of all candidates for our House District 82 and Senate District 28 seats.  A lot of good information was shared during the candidates' introductions of themselves and answers to questions. 

Representative Beasley, a candidate for our Senate 28 seat, was a no-show and this being the first forum of this campaign season in Macon County.  Those desiring to represent us in the Alabama Senate in attendance were Representative Locy Baker, Howard Burton, Jr., Johnny Ford, Samuel Harris, and Dr. Kim West.  Terrance Johnson and Representative Pebblin Warren are the two candidates for the House 82 seat, which includes all of Macon County.  
Besides being taken back by a no-show for our first forum, two Senate candidates separated themselves from the others in the race.  I was very impressed with Dr. West and Mr. Burton, whom I ranked one and two, respectively.  The other candidates for senate were tied for third.  Dr. West while providing well thought answers was extremely comfortable - almost walking to the first row of the audience on several occasions.  None of the entire group, representative candidates included, walked as far toward the audience as Dr. West did.  Her answers and mannerism showed she was speaking from the heart and for the people in the audience.  Mr. Burton was professionally dressed in a nice coat and tie.  His answers too were well thought and to the point while displaying great respect for the moderator and audience.  A very polite and intelligent young man.  I am impressed!  
I will do my best to provide some comments of my observations of the candidates for our Senate 28 seat.  
Mr. Burton when asked about economic development for the county he stated that Tuskegee University, while professionally conducting research, would be at the table with other stakeholders, such as municipalities and county government, to develop the interstate exchanges and assisting businesses in the county.  He is already working with Tuskegee University for economic developmental plans.  Mr. Burton is in favor of home rule and supports the President's new healthcare program.  In response to a question, he defined the role of the Senate as passing laws and approval of governmental appointees.  Development of a good dependable workforce for the county is necessary he stated.      

Mr. Ford wants to develop industrial jobs and training for these jobs.  He also would like to see Victory land's entertainment to include horseracing.  Mr. Ford's political career would aid in his economic development plan.  He favors providing home rule to the counties for their everyday operations.  Does not favor Charter Schools until the current financial problems are fixed.  When asked about a stronger Ethics Commission to weed out and prevent crime among our elected officials he favors a stronger Commission with subpoena power, unlike the two sitting Representatives, Locy Baker and Pebblin Warren, who feel a stronger Commission might be unfair in the performance of their responsibilities.  

Dr. Kim West stated several times she and the people she has spoken with, want smaller government and have it returned to the people in the room.  At least twice, when answering a question she said the power to effect change is not in government but for us to "look left and right."  For Macon County economic development her plan includes not only attracting new businesses, but as a small businessperson herself, helping small businesses to become stronger and pull through this economic crisis.  She made a good point in stating that our business plan must be more diverse than one type of business, gambling.   Kim favors home rule to the point "give power back to the people."  A question from Sheriff Warren in eliminating violence among our youth, Kim replied she is in favor of gun rights and that understanding and training of our youth must begin and be nurtured within our homes; we must keep our minds open for education. 
Representative Baker stated he was responsible for obtaining grants to refurbish homes and storefronts in Albertville.  He, along with Representative Warren, was instrumental in preventing SB233, Health care, from getting out of committee, which killed the bill.  He too wants to utilize Tuskegee University for economic development as well as an attraction for tourists.  While supporting home rule he admitted that most counties do not want home rule because in case of a problem or failure the commissioners must take responsibility and not be able to point fingers at the Legislature.  Strong proponent of vocational schooling.  His answer to my question about ethics reform was disappointing in that he feels giving the commission additional authority and power would not guarantee their fairness therefore nothing to empower the commission should be done.  

Mr. Harris has a good resume with a military career, as Representative Baker, and serving on the Auburn City Council.  Mr. Harris favors home rule and a rewrite of our constitution.  For economic development, he would coordinate efforts with all municipalities.  
The two candidates for our Legislative District 82 seat is Terrance Johnson and Representative Warren and my observations are - 

Mr. Johnson, an owner of two local small businesses, likes home rule in that it would "turn it over to the people."  His answer about concerning economic development he will coordinate with all municipalities and the VA and Tuskegee University.  Supports the new federal health care plan, as did all of the candidates for both races.  A member of the Macon County Healthcare Authority he rebutted a statement by Representative Warren about the Thomas Reed Clinic.  Mr. Johnson stated that when the planning and financial decisions were made for the clinic to serve our community the financial stream for the daily operations was not in place.  
Representative Warren stressed that necessary infrastructure, such as all utilities, must be the number one priority for economic development to take place.  The county must be able to provide incentives to attract new business and an educated ready to work workforce is vital.  Through her efforts, an automobile training program at the Tuskegee High School is producing some of this vital work force.  Representative Warren is not in favor of a stronger Ethics Commission for the same reason as Representative Barker, the potential of the commission being unfair in their decisions.  

The Macon County NAACP chapter will host a forum for candidates of the Macon County School Board on May 18, 2010 at 6 pm in the Macon County Annex, across the street from the courthouse parking lot. 

