Political Forum 
Sponsored by Eufaula Barbour County Chamber of Commerce 

and

Leadership Barbour Alumni Association

6May2010

The forum was well attended by candidates for local Judge, Sheriff, state Legislator, District 84,  and state Senate, District 28 in the beautiful historical Eufaula Chamber of Commerce building. 

All candidates for our District 28 Senate, seated in order Locy Baker, Billy Beasley, Howard Burton Jr., Johnny Ford, Sam Harris, and Dr. Kim West, answered six questions from the audience.

Question 1 concerned our unemployment rate of over 10% in rural Alabama.  What would each do to help solve this problem?  Dr. West was asked to answer first.  She said lowering taxes would increase hiring of new and out of work employees.  She would also invest in businesses and bring in more diverse industry. 
Harris said he would continue to work with local and county government representatives.  Ford said legislation for appropriate economic development commissions to encourage promoting of tourism, more auto industry companies, and to support local farmers.  Burton would continue using local universities for economic research, in particular green technology, and encourage citizens to promote local products.

Beasley elaborated on his voting for tax credits to employees who hire new employees and the massive road and bridge bill to be on the ballot in November.  Baker wants fair taxes for citizens and out of state corporations with business locations in the state, and a constitutional convention. 

Question 2 asked which tax would each eliminate first.  Harris was first up and regrettably, I did not hear his answer.  Ford (give this guy a microphone and a room of people - keep you hand on the power cord) immediately slid in his want for Constitutional reform.  He would eliminate tax on food, fair tax base with elimination of corporate loopholes, and tax gaming.  Burton would first eliminate the inheritance tax to keep farmland and personal belongings with family.  Beasley has supported previous legislative efforts to tax out of state corporations and he would remove tax on food.  Baker stated the same as Beasley but in reverse order.  West would eliminate tax on food first, would revert back to property tax re-evaluation every 4 years, and to reduce taxes and make the state more accountable.  
The 3rd question concerned the oil disaster in the Gulf.  Ford, Burton, Beasley, Baker, and Harris provided the same answer - work with our governor, congressional delegation to enforce and regulate.  Ford added a different twist in strengthening the Agriculture Commissioner's position as he regulates fuels.  
West answered that she would support drilling on land to decrease our dependence of foreign oil. 

Illegal immigration was the 4th question and resulted in a comment to the audience from the moderator, Trish Thorne, following a few episodes of shouting as this was a forum not a rally.  The audience activity was in response to favorable comments concerning illegal regulation and supporting an effort similar to Arizona.  Burton stated that some measure in Alabama is necessary to reduce illegals but does not support Arizona's immigration law.  Beasley feels industry must ensure their employees are legal and failed to address the other half of the question about Arizona's new law.  Baker does not support Arizona's law but feels something must be done in Alabama.  West supports Arizona's new immigration law and unless we take a stand the illegals problem will continue to grow.  Harris does not like Arizona's actions but for employment and residency one must be legal.  Ford - Arizona law not as fair as it should be.  He feels that America and Alabama must be first.  Pressure federal legislators to handle illegal situation.  
The 5th question surprised me yet on the other hand, I was not taken by surprise.  The question was if the candidate favored term limits.  With "term limits" being relative I was surprised how quickly and confidently the responses were made.  Baker, Beasley, Burton (2 out of 3 being career politicians) answered NO.  Ford, Harris, and West said they were in favor of term limits. 

The 6th and final question presented to the Senate 28 candidates was about rural Alabama not getting its share of promoted statewide tourism.  All of the candidates answered they supported the "small town down town" effort by the state and being able to share our heritage to the world while bringing our friends, towns, and families together.   
