Alabama Retired State Employees' Association Forum
Of Mayor Johnny Ford and Representative Billy Beasley

Monday, June 14th at 10:00 a.m. in the Tuskegee City Complex Auditorium

101 Fonville Street, Tuskegee, Alabama

Question #1:  Representative Beasley:  You have been recorded on Votesmart.org as NO VOTE for a constitution convention.  Please explain your position on a constitutional convention.


BB: 
It is impossible to take politics out of politics. Home rule is a positive, however, we have placed trust in our elected representatives, and therefore it is the legislature's responsibility to re-write our constitution.  

JF:
Our constitution is outdated, unfair with concentrated power in Montgomery.  In favor of Home rule.  Local governments know what is best and needed by their communities on a day-to-day basis - not Montgomery.  Yes to reform constitution.  Legislature response to power in Montgomery - "ya don't trust the people."

Question #2:  Question for Mr. Ford and Representative Beasley:  During primaries, I, as a voter, must choose either the Democrat or the Republican ballot.  I prefer to vote for the person as compared to being restricted by a party ballot.  We all say we want non-partisan politics however; our current primary process is where partisan politics begin.  Why must I choose one party over the other during primary voting?  

Will you introduce legislation to permit me to vote for the person from all political parties?

BB:
Yes, similar to Louisiana's voting policy.  Would be "happy to sponsor" such legislation. 


JF:
"Open to that."  Time will come in Alabama.  Best candidate instead of party.  

Question #3:  Our streets are littered with garbage, including mostly drink and food containers.  Would you sponsor Bottle Bill legislation?

BB: 
The answer is within the citizens, lessons need to be taught to our young people about responsibility, and that must begin at home.  It always comes down to money.  Big corporations have moved away from re-use to throw-aways for the dollar.  Stated he is appalled and disappointed with people not holding onto to their garbage until arriving at home and we must get back to basics including pride in our state and cities.  Will not introduce Bottle Bill legislation.


JF: 
Supports and will introduce a Bottle Bill.  His thesis paper was on the environment.  

Question #4:  Question for Mr. Ford:  Will you vote yourself any pay/expense allowance raise as my Senator?


JF:
No.


BB:
Voted for the 62% expense allowance raise in 2007.  First time in 20 years.  Expense money is used for office supplies and gives between $13 and $18K to charities and organization in need per year.  

Question #5:  While Johnny Ford has been a Republican, Democrat, and Independent will you Mr. Beasley remain a Democrat.


BB: 
I pledge to be a Democrat for life.

Question #6:  Mr. Beasley, you have accepted large amounts of PAC money.  Why?

BB: 
Senate District 28 has between 138-145K residents.  To effectively communicate with my constituents I use newspaper, radio, and television, which costs a lot of money.  Voted against PAC-to-PAC transfer legislation that failed in the senate.  Will continue to raise money to be effective in communicating messages to this district.


JF:
Special interest groups run Montgomery.  Will vote against PAC-to-PAC transfers.  "No one controls Johnny Ford therefore special interest groups mean nothing to me."

Question #7:  Would you vote to rescind the 62% pay raise of 2007, which provides for an automatic raise every two years?


JF:
Yes


BB:
No
Question #8:  Gaming question generated a lot of words with nothing new or of substance, other than 


JF: 
is in favor of "full gaming" to include all table games (and as answered during a previous forum - horse racing)


BB:
Wanted to vote "up" or "down" by the people but the house did not have enough votes to guarantee its passage and therefore never made it to the floor for debate. 

Question #9:  The removal of tax on food.


BB:
In 2009, Representative Knight introduced four bills to remove tax on food and BB voted in favor of removing the tax each time.


JF:
Will vote to remove tax on food.  ARISE

Question #10:  What particular plans for improvement will you support in Macon County?


BB:
Pledge to never forget Tuskegee, other cities in Macon County for economic development.  Bring people in to meet and support this historic county.  Support agricultural industries, such as community gardens.  Provide for all cities and counties in District 28 to be the best they can be.


JF:
Continue to fight for 24h health care, continue to support Tuskegee University and increase appropriations, will continue to push for education as he has in the past with several of the new schools being a product of his labors, promote tourism, make the VAH a national historical landmark, stabilize once and for all the gaming industry centered about VictoryLand, and promote our agriculture.  
Question #11:  Redistricting as a result of the 2010 census?


BB:
Keep Macon County whole 


JF:
Keep Macon County whole, once again make Bullock County whole

Question #12:  There have been recent complaints of voter fraud in our District 28.  What will you do to ensure the July 13th run-off and general election in November is fair and legal? 


JF:
Yes, fair and open elections.  Federal and state authorities.


BB:
Has been in politics for 40 years and never offered money for a vote.  Cannot imagine this happening in my campaign.  Welcomes all authorities at polling places.  Trusts the people of this district.

Question #13:  Macon County fair share from the Legislature.


JF: 
Has always and will continue to "bring the bacon home."


BB:
Will work with all counties and municipalities equally throughout this district.  The Legislature has many important issues and funding is very competitive.  Introduced the $1m Road and Bridge legislation that will create hundreds of jobs over the 10-year life of the bill.  Will be on November's ballot for the voter's approval.
Question #14:  Term limits.  Yes or No please.  This evening will you pledge to serve no more than 2 terms, 8 years, in our Senate District 28 seat?


JF:
pledge to serve 1 term


BB:
opposed to term limits.  Longevity is necessary to move up the political ladder.  Term limits is not effective.  BB will serve as long as people want him in Montgomery by the ballot.

